
Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Amanda Gorr 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 3 years, I strongly believe 
in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Janet Goss
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Mary Gottschalk 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled throughout Europe for 12 months during 2015 and 2016 and since 
returning, Northern Victoria and eastern NSW using the Airbnb platform, I strongly believe in the 
right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my responsibilities as a 
guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that Airbnb’s review 
system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours. This has been my lived 
experience in over 40 different stays across Europe and Australia. 

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes will severely affect my 
ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. It may well deter me from 
opening my home up to others, enabling them to interact with a local, see things they may never 
have contemplated and bring money into my local township. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities. They provide a personal touch, across many diversity divides (culture, language, age, 
beliefs) well beyond the experience gained from hotels and traditional accommodation 
arrangements. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 



To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the 
rewards. 

Simon Gould 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Nathalie Gounder-Chresta 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Grenville Grace 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 

Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 

registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 

and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 

boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 

encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 

reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 

receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 

isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 

Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 

negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 

don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 

own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 

no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 

is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 

circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 

would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-

laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 

understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 

other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Jacqueline Grace 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb?  
Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 
I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Yolanda Grasso 

4209



Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 

Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 

registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 

and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 

boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 

encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 

reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 

receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 

isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 

Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 

negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 

don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 

own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 

no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 

is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 

circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 

would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-

laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 

understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 

other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Erika Gay 
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Name: Richard Gray 
Suburb:  
Postcode:  
Email:  
Address:  

I write to make a submission to the New South Wales Governments Short Term Holiday Letting 
Options Paper. 
I do not believe that the same rules should be applied to holiday homes that are being considered 
for apartments and room sharing in strata properties in the city. 
Short-Term-Rental is a key part of the visitor and tourist economy of regional cities and towns. If 
some of the proposed options are put in place, it could be too burdensome to rent out holiday 
homes. If this happens then jobs will be lost and the economy will be starved of much needed tourist 
income in regional New South Wales. 
I urge you to treat holiday homes differently to other short term rental and listen to the voices and 
concerns of homeowners. 
(You might like to add a personal message for the review here based on your own experience as a 
homeowner or guest.)  

Regards Richard 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 

Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 

registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 

and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 

boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 

encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 

reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 

receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 

isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 

Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 

negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 

don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 

own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 

no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 

is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 

circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 

would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-

laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 

understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 

other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Mary Grech 
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Hi - I understand submissions for consideration of the Short-Term Holiday Letting Options Paper are 
closing 31 October - https://oeh.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5pPHyrjS7kwyYHb 

I was at NSW Parliament last night for the discussion on airbnb & strata. 

My main point is the high percentage of tenants pretending to be owners of units advertised on 
airbnb. 

As I found - a simple fix in NSW is - once identified as tenants, they can be notified immediately to 
take down the airbnb ad and cease and desist or else they will be evicted / lease terminated for 
breach of the standard NSW Residential Lease condition that they must not sublet without written 
permission from the landlord. 

As I found yesterday, a quick google of the unit's address will often find the most recent rental ad for 
the unit - which can identify the date and rental real estate agent - who can then simply be 
contacted to take the appropriate action.  Once I phoned the agent I found this way yesterday, 
within about half an hour he sent me a copy of the email to the tenants advising them as above - to 
take down the airbnb ad or expect their lease to be terminated for breach - 'subletting without 
written permission from the landlord'. 

I advised this to the meeting last night, and would ask for more public notification of this 
information, as I believe it would help many strata resident owners currently suffering from airbnb 
disturbances who may not realise this is a quick and effective option to stop airbnb where it is a 
tenant advertising on airbnb (usually pretending to be the owner) but without written permission 
from the landlord. 

In summary, where a unit is subject to complaints about airbnb, a quick google search of the address 
will commonly find the most recent rental ad (which if current will also identify tenants pretending 
to be owners) and agent - the agent can then be quickly contacted to efficiently and effectively 
eliminate that source of complaints about airbnb. 

Thanking You in Anticipation, 

David Green 
strata resident/owner/committee member 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Susan Green 
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Dear NSW Government, 

Keep your nose out of it. Over regulating something that now works fine for its hosts & users would 
be counterproductive. Your intervention is not required or warranted. 
As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 



I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the 
rewards. 

Steve Green 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb?  

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation ‐ including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation ‐ This includes options for by‐laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation ‐ By‐laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by‐
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework ‐ A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing ‐ A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self‐
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances ‐ usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Jacqueline Greenham   
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Hi STHL 

I have a holiday house in Byron Bay in a quiet residential area. My husband and I manage it, take the 
bookings, clean the house, mow the lawns, manage the rubbish and maintain the property in 
immaculate condition. If we didn’t do all this work we wouldn’t make much of an income. This is a 
wage for us and it is our business and is our only source of income now that we are retired (I have no 
Super), so I have to keep working.  

We do not take on-line bookings, we only use Stayz, Air BnB and Trip Advisor because they allow us 
to vet the guests before accepting the booking. We ask a series of questions to ensure that they 
match our quiet neighbourhood and often ring and speak to them before the booking is completed. 
We are very careful who we allow into our beautiful home and neighbourhood as we get on well 
with our neighbours. Our neighbours have our contact details in case there is a problem. The guests 
we have are usually families, mixed groups (must be over 25 yo) and family groups attending a 
family wedding. We have really lovely guests. 

By the time we pay the mortgage, Council rates and land tax (which almost doubled recently) as well 
as running costs, electricity, water rates and other expenses, there’s not a huge profit in it. We 
basically make a wage and are happy with it. If we are taxed more or restrictions are put on the 
number of nights we can use and extensive paperwork is involved, then we will have to stop the 
business and find another way to make a living. Normal rental prices may pay the mortgage, rates, 
taxes etc but is not enough to give us wages. I am 64 and my husband is 70 so this will be quite 
difficult for us and we are extremely worried about this initiative. 

Byron Bay exists on tourism and is pushed as a tourist destination by Tourism NSW. Currently there 
still isn’t enough accommodation in peak periods to cope with the load, so changing the rules, 
raising costs etc and shutting down a portion of the available accommodation will make an impact 
on the economic development and sustainability of the town as most jobs and businesses are 
tourism-related. 

I think the issues with accommodation in rural destinations are different from those in cities and big 
towns.  
Houses are different from apartments and high rise where noise impacts are greater.  
On-line bookings are different from vetted bookings…. which Stayz, Air BnB and Trip Advisor allow, 
as well as some small, Australian boutique luxury accommodation businesses 
We should not be lumped into one ‘fix all’ approach.  
All these issues need to be taken into account and addressed fairly.  

Please remember there are people like us who work hard and do it well with minimal impact on our 
area, not every holiday rental is a party house……ours certainly isn’t. 

cheers 

Jen 

Jen de Greenlaw
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 2 months, I strongly 

believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 

responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 

Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 

my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 

submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 

small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 

communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 

encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 

reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 

receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 

isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 

Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 

would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-

laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 

for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 

negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 

don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 

would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 

registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 

home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-

assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 

weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 

understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 

other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Maureen Greensill 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly believe 
in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my responsibilities as 
a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that Airbnb’s review 
system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect my 
ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be reasonable 
and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes would 
see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-laws that ban 
hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania don’t 
include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home would 
have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no registration or 
licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most home sharing 
requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which 
is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as other 
cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Angela Gregory 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb?  

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation ‐ including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation ‐ This includes options for by‐laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation ‐ By‐laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by‐
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework ‐ A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing ‐ A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self‐
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances ‐ usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Matthew Gregory   
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Katie Gridley
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I write to make a submission to the New South Wales Governments Short Term Holiday Letting 
Options Paper.  
I do not believe that the same rules should be applied to holiday homes that are being considered 
for apartments and room sharing in strata properties in the city. Short-Term-Rental is a key part of 
the visitor and tourist economy of regional cities and towns. 
If some of the proposed options are put in place, it could be too burdensome to rent out holiday 
homes.  
If this happens then jobs will be lost and the economy will be starved of much needed tourist income 
in regional New South Wales. 
I urge you to treat holiday homes differently to other short term rental and listen to the voices and 
concerns of homeowners.  

I have provided cheap quality family and oet friendly accom for over ten years now via xxx and all my 
neighbours are as happy grateful and supportive as my guests have been.  

Please contact me should you require further nd / or specific information 

Regards Roger Grierson 
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Appendices 

Appendix l - STHL Options Paper Submission Form 

SHORT-TERM HOLIDAY LETTING OPTIONS PAPER SUBMISSION FORM 

The NSW Governme1t has released an Options Paper, 
building on t1ework of toe Parliamentary Inquiry and 
existing practice, to start a public discussion or potential 
options to dcvcbp a suitublc ilpproach For short-term 
holiday letting (SI HL) in NSW. 

The Options Paper for STHL c,utlines potential options 
nround the=: dP.VP.!opment of ;m npproprintP. nr,pmnc:h 
to maoaging STHL. These oplions could be considered 
eitr'er individLally or in combination. 

Prior to making a whole of government policy 
frcr,cwork, we ere seeking feedback from the 
cori11unity and our stakeho ders on the options 
discussed in the paper. 

You are, ·nvited to respond to the Options Paper by 
5Jl:Jrnilliriy this form Lo L11e NSVV Depor Lmeril cl 
Planning and Environment. 

You can also provideyourfeedback by: 
• filli1g out the or line survey

errail to STHL@planning.nsw.gov.au
• writing to:

Director, Housing Policy

Department of Planning and E�vironment

GPO Box 39, Sydney NSW 2007

If you havefur'.he,r inquiries, please email us at 
5THL@p1a1111i11q.11sw.gov.ou 

The co1sulta:bn p�ocess is open until 
31 October 2017. 

By hitting submit you agree to :he Departmem·s

Privacy Policy. 

Name, Surname 

Organisation 

Suburb 

E-mail Address

Date of Submission le/ lO ! '70 Ff-

How will your personal information be used when

you make a submission? 

Your personal informa:ion is protected under the Privacy 
and >ersonal Information Protection Act 1998 (PPIP 
Act). -he Departr,ent collects personal information in 
subri·ssions for the purooses set out in the Department's 
Pri"vacy Statement. 

We respect your rioht to privacy. Refore lodoing your 
5ul:.w1·ssi011, you will be ciskecJ tu c..:w1rirm Lhol you helve 
read the terms of the Privacy Statement, which sets out: 

• how personal irforrraton is deffnec under the PPIP
Act- it includes but is not lim"ted to your name1 

address, and ema'I acdress:
• the ourposes for whicr the departrrent collects

personal informc:iticn; znd

• how personal informnt"on c:ollec:teci bythecepartment

will be used.

Wher yoJ make a submission, wew·11 publish: 
the content of your subm ssion - including any persona 

info�mation abcut you which you have chosen to 
indurl� in thn.se rlo::ument.s 

a list of submitters, whi::.h will include: 

- ycurname

- ycur suburb or town 

We will not pLblish offensive, threatening, defamatory or 

other inapprooriate riaterial. 

If you do net want yo�Jr personal information published,
do not inclLde any personal information in your 
subri"ssion. 

All other information 9athered in t1is submission form will 
be collated and Jsccl towards makiog a recommendation 
on 

;J
reapp·oach otSI H_ in N5W. 

Postcode 

25 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Constance Griffiths 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Kim Griffiths 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly believe 
in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my responsibilities as 
a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that Airbnb’s review 
system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect my 
ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be reasonable 
and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes would 
see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-laws that ban 
hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania don’t 
include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home would 
have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no registration or 
licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most home sharing 
requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which 
is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as other 
cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Lynette Grimshaw 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb?  

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation ‐ including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation ‐ This includes options for by‐laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation ‐ By‐laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by‐
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework ‐ A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing ‐ A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self‐
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances ‐ usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Reggae Grizard 
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My name is Jim Groom. I own a STHR house called Gypsy Willows, in the Hunter Valley. The property 
is zoned tourist accommodation and in building the house ( with a second one planned) I am 
required to comply with a number of costly and onerous building standards, council registrations 
and inspections. E.g fire regulations, swimming pool, access etc.  

My complaint, and the complaint of many locals in my position, is that much of our competition do 
not have to comply with the same regulations, because they are private, non- hosted 
residences/dwellings built, in many cases, a long time ago. Cessnock Council remind me every year 
of how seriously they take these compliances eg fire. However, they cannot take them very seriously 
given the large number of houses, engaged in the same business as ours, which  are not required to 
conform to the same regulations. 

A level playing field would be nice. 

Sincerely 
Jim Groom 

 I write to make a submission to the New South Wales Governments Short Term Holiday Letting 
Options Paper. I do not believe that the same rules should be applied to holiday homes that are 
being considered for apartments and room sharing in strata properties in the city. Short-Term-Rental 
is a key part of the visitor and tourist economy of regional cities and towns. If some of the proposed 
options are put in place, it could be too burdensome to rent out holiday homes. If this happens then 
jobs will be lost and the economy will be starved of much needed tourist income in regional New 
South Wales. I urge you to treat holiday homes differently to other short term rental and listen to 
the voices and concerns of homeowners. (You might like to add a personal message for the review 
here based on your own experience as a homeowner or guest.) 

Jim Groom 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Dominika gruia 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Barry Grundy
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 

believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 

responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 

Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 

my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 

submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 

small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 

communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 

encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 

reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 

receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 

isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 

Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 

would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-

laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 

for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 

negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 

don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 

would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 

registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 

home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-

assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 

weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 

understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 



I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 

other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the 

rewards. 

Pamela Grusz 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Ganna Gryshko 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

xs gt; 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Kristi Guinness 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Mariella Gussoni 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 

Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 

registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

I live in the home I share on AirBnb, and as such I control who visits the abode. I do not want 

someone 'sharing' my home all the time, as it is too hard to get rid of them. It is freedom of choice. 

There is no requirement in the Strata Laws to limit Tenants and the way they trash property. They 

move in and out without notice. Causing public property damage.  

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 

and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 

boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 

encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 

reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 

receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 

isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 

Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 

negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 

don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 

own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 

no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 

is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 

circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 

would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-

laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 

understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 

other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Noel H 
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Name: Chris Haddrill 

  I write to make a submission to the New South Wales Governments Short Term Holiday Letting 

Options Paper. I do not believe that the same rules should be applied to holiday homes that are 

being considered for apartments and room sharing in strata properties in the city. Short-Term-Rental 

is a key part of the visitor and tourist economy of regional cities and towns. If some of the proposed 

options are put in place, it could be too burdensome to rent out holiday homes. If this happens then 

jobs will be lost and the economy will be starved of much needed tourist income in regional New 

South Wales. I urge you to treat holiday homes differently to other short term rental and listen to 

the voices and concerns of homeowners 

We have stayed in in many Holliday home and operate a air bnb 

We believe this is a fantastic boost to the local economy and makes travel more affordable for all 

people 

The current arrangements that enable business likes Stayz and air bnb to operate in nsw should not 

be changed  

This businesses self regulate and the winner is the consumer and the owner 

Chris Haddrill 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I spent a month visiting your great country this year from the U.S.. And I couldn't have done it, nor 
spent my tourist dollars across the country, had it not been for the ability to rent and stay in short-
term housing offered through Airbnb. 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace 
my responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know 
that Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 



I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the 
rewards. 

Anthony Hain 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Rochelle Hairs 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I 

strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely 

embrace my responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful 

way, and I know that Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their 

travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely 

affect my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept 

this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so 

that small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in 

these communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and 

education which encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct 

would need to be reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour 

and to receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad 

actors and isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory 

environment which allows Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own 

homes would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do 

not allow by-laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would 

be a step backwards for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions 

would have a negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South 

Australia and Tasmania don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own 

home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees 

and no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In 

Tasmania, most home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and 

cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually 

for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy 

to understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 



I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as 

well as other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the 

rewards. 

Stephanie Hajje 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Karen Halabi 
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Director, Housing Policy 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box39 
Sydney NSW 2001 

Dear Sir 

I write regarding possible changes to rules and regulations 
governing short-term holiday letting. 

We are owners of an apartment  near the Opera House and 
believe that, like householders elsewhere, we should be able to 
say who enters our premises. 

We should be able to enjoy a quiet, peaceful and secure home 
environment without intrusions from temporary visitors and 
rowdy merry-making. 

We believe that residents of our complex, through their 
governing body, should be legally entitled to control all short 
duration lettings such as Airbnb, and to restrict them where 
appropriate. 

There is an additional factor that makes our building different 
from most others and that is security. 

Its strategic location between the Opera House and Circular 
Quay transport hub means it needs to be adequately protected 
against trouble-makers in these uncertain times. 



The many balconies overlooking the busy precinct could easily 
be used for hurling anything from bottles to more lethal 
objects. 

So i t  is important  tha t  we are in a position to control access 
and to know who comes and goes. 

W e  would be grateful i f  you could keep us informed of 
developments concerning this issue. 

Yours sincerely 

Len and Maureen Hall 
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PCU072770 
I 

Director, Housing Policy 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39, Sydney NSW 2001 

By email: STHL@planninq.nsw.gov.au 

Department of Planning 
Re.·,1,·1,,..,d . •. :. "'.' ! . �:. -

2 E OCT 20i7

Scanning Room 

20. October 2017

RE: STHL Options Submission on behalf of 

Dear Director, 

I am providing this submission as a long standing Owner of close to 20 years of a property in 
Observatory Tower.168 - 170 Kent Street, Millers Point NSW 2000 ... 

Introduction 
Observatory Tower is a multi-level building comprising 198 residential apartments and in addition 6 
retail premises on the ground floor street frontage. Common property amenities include a 
gymnasium, swimming pool, spa, sauna and library. The building has been in this configuration for 
approximately 22 years following development consent from the City of Sydney on 1 O August 1994 
to convert the former IBM building office tower to residential apartments. 

I understand the City of Sydney's consent specifically forbade short term letting: and provide an 
extract .... "That the residential component of the development must be for permanent residential 
accommodation only and not for the purpose of hotel, motel, serviced apartments, tourist 
accommodation or the like". I am advised that the Council additionally placed a similarly worded 
covenant on the title of the building. 

As a result of the Councils approval, the Observatory Tower Strata Plan has a by-law that prohibits 
letting, leasing or licensing a lot for a period less than 3 months. It was this covenant by City of 
Sydney and the by laws in the Strata Plan that attracted me to buying into the building, which was 
regarded in 1997 and still is as a premium residential apartment block . 

My submission 
Whilst I acknowledge that there may well be potential economic and social benefits from STHL and 
clearly that the Government has the power to enact legislation that could enable STHL, as a long 
standing owner of a high quality property in Observatory Tower, I have carefully considered the 
Options put forward in the Department's July 2017 paper. My views are presented below and are 
framed on the potential impacts on Strata dwellings only as opposed to free-standing properties. 

Industry Self-Regulation - Not preferred. I feel the potential effectiveness is in doubt. 
T he varied and increasing STHL operators in Australia and globally 
makes it difficult for the industry to be defined, let alone agree and 
implement a regulatory framework. Further, owners and tenants 



Strata Regulation 

Planning Regulation - 

Registration for STH - 

might make STHL arrangement outside of the regulated industry via 
social media or other means. 
Preferred. I feel that a majority of owners should be able to 
regulate STHL in a strata building, subject to a review at each Annual 
General Meeting. It could also be appropriate to set a higher voting 
majority threshold on this issue such as 75% of owners present (or 
represented by proxy) at the meeting. 
Owners are in the best position to understand the opportunities and 
practical limitations associated with a particular strata, and the 
behaviour and other rules that should apply and be enforced in the 
event that STHL is permitted. 

Partially Preferred. Planning authorities should be able to determine 
usage controls for new buildings. The ability however of Planning 
authorities (at State or Local Government levels) to enforce 
behavioural regulations promptly is dubious. Of particular concern is 
that where an STHL guest is in breach of rules, there is (as yet) no 
facility for action to be taken against the guest, and the owner might 
well say that the problem has gone. In effect, the damage or 
disturbance has occurred and an Owners Corporation may be 
required to pursue the owner for damages through NCAT which can 
be an expensive and lengthy process. 

Preferred in the event that a complete residence is to be made 
available for STHL. 
Not preferred for room letting where an owner will be present. In this 
situation, the need for registration may be onerous and not provide 
flexibility for impromptu arrangements. 

Limitations on permitted 
STHL — maximum days etc. Not preferred. Limitation of maximum STHL day stays, length of 

stays and so on are not supported as we feel these are difficult to 
enforce.. An owner might use several agencies with no single view of 
the property utilisation, or can privately extend a booked stay directly 
with the guest. Ultimately the responsibility to enforce these 
limitations would fall on the Owners Corporation which even then 
might not have visibility of the arrangements. I feel that this would 
be an unreasonable imposition on an Owners Corporation. 

My position 
1. I strongly advocate that an Owners Corporation have the right to determine STHL based on a 
vote by a compelling majority (eg %75) of owners present or represented by proxy at a General 
Meeting. I believe that this is appropriate to protect the rights of owners who purchased a 
lot on the basis of existing restrictions, covenants on title and by-laws. I believe that 
retrospective disablement of those restrictions (other than with the consent of owners) is 
inequitable. 
2. I recognise the economic, tourism and other benefits of STHL and, without wishing to yield to 
enforced overriding of the restrictions in place (as per 1 above), I would accept a limited 
variation on restrictions such that STHL may be permitted in a lot while the owner is in residence 
for the duration of the letting. I see this arrangement as not being substantially different 
from an owner having a friend or relative using a spare bedroom for a short duration. 
3. I suggest that the position of existing strata buildings with long-standing restrictions on STHL 
is different to new strata buildings. In the case of new builds or conversions to residential use, it 
may be reasonable to deny restrictions on STHL. Owners would purchase with full knowledge 
that STHL is permitted, however the Owners Corporation should nevertheless be permitted to 



apply behaviour and compliance rules to effectively manage STHL within their building. 
4. I support the suggestion that formal Registration be required for a complete Lot to
participate in STHL, but not required for casual letting of a bedroom or bedrooms while the
owner is in residence.
5. I do not support industry self-regulation in any context as the industry has multiple and
growing participants, often based outside Australia and has porous boundaries.
6. I do not feel that the Strata Schemes Management Act requires amendment "to enable
Owners Corporations to manage the impact of STHL and obtain compensation for adverse
impacts". We believe that the existing powers of an Owners Corporation to hold an owner
accountable for costs and damages caused by visitors is sufficient, notwithstanding that NCAT
processes can be difficult.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a response on this significant issue. I would appreciate an 
acknowledgment of receipt by you. 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



ann hamilton
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 

believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 

responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 

Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 

my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 

submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 

small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 

communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 

encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 

reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 

receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 

isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 

Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 

would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-

laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 

for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 

negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 

don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 

would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 

registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 

home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-

assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 

weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 

understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 

other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Brenda Hamilton
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb?  
I host with Airbnb when I'm away for the weekend and my own house is sitting there un-used which 
is a wasted resource, or for my investment property - when new people have moved to the area it's 
a great way for them to find affordable temporary accommodation so they can find their feet in 
often a scary new environment, while also being a great way for me to trial out tenants before 
agreeing to sign up to a longer term lease (a win win for both parties).  

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Jade Hamilton 

4246



Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Laura Hamilton 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 
Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Joanne Hammond 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb?  
Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 
I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Ali Hammoud 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I 

strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely 

embrace my responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful 

way, and I know that Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their 

travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely 

affect my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept 

this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so 

that small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in 

these communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and 

education which encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct 

would need to be reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour 

and to receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad 

actors and isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory 

environment which allows Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own 

homes would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do 

not allow by-laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would 

be a step backwards for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions 

would have a negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South 

Australia and Tasmania don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own 

home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees 

and no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In 

Tasmania, most home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and 

cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually 

for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy 

to understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 



I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as 

well as other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the 

rewards. 

Michelle Hampson 
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Dear Sir I am writing to you to register my opposition of short term lettings in apartment blocks. 

I am 80 years old and my life has been reduced to hell by the coming and goings, baggage, noise, 
rubbish,wear and tear of entrance and stairs, smoking, children romping in the garden at five in the 
morning waking up the residents, washing machines on the floor going 24/7, banging of doors.  All 
that and more. 

Also as a single woman, I do not want to meet strange males from who knows where, as I exit my 
apartment. 

I opened my door one day and a nappied toddler ran into my home. Her small brother tried to 
follow.  I stopped him, only to be brushed aside by the children's father running past me and 
searching all my rooms for his toddler. Who was this stranger going through my home? 

Band Bs conducted in houses seem to work. The owner is on site. 

To conduct this type of business in an apartment block is to reduce the block to the state and status 
of a cheap hotel. 

I know that the State wants tourist dollars, so why not just have them in houses? 

Also it is essential that the owners of apartments have the right to vote for or against Air B and Bs 
and similar arrangements. 

I do not think that this should be decided by slick lobbyists over a winey lunch and presents from 
short term letting organisations. 

In my block of nine apartments, eight owners are furious about the disruption of our lives because of 
one owner, who lives in Switzerland running a B and B without accountability and very likely without 
tourist dollars entering into the Australian coffers.  Payment on line enables a business to be 
conducted here with the profits going elsewhere....and TAX? 

I am against B and Bs of any description in apartment buildings,especially in residential areas, where 
I live. 

Kindly take note. 

Del Hancock.  
Sydney.  Paris. 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

t1i1• 
�,1� 
---

NSW 
GOVERNMENT 

Title 

First Name 

Last Name 

Phone 

Email 

Street Address 

Suburb 

State 

Postcode 

Subject 

Type of Enquiry 

Message 

Attachments 

Saturday, 30 September 2017 8:27 AM 

Contact 

Short-term rentals and amenity for neighbours 

I would like a response 

I would like to receive 

Mrs 

Alison 

Handmer 

Short-term rentals and amenity for neighbours 

comment 

According to an article in the Sydney Morning Herald (Sept 30 to Oct 
1, 2017) on page 3, members of the public have a month to respond to 
the NSW government's position on short-term rentals such as Airbnb. 
As I have not been able to find where and how to respond, would you 
please make my position known to the relevant people and to let me 
know their response? 
While it is clear that many property owners value being able to make 
money through short-term rentals, and that the NSW Government 
wishes to encourage tourism, my question is about the loss of amenity 
for neighbours. 
People on holidays are often in noisy 'holiday mode', disrupting the 
necessary sleep of neighbours who should quite reasonably expect to 
be able to sleep in their own homes. 
What provisions are being made for those of us who do not want our 
lives to be disrupted in this way, please? 

Yes 

No 

regular updates from the 
NSW Government 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Leanne Hanham 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 
I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Paul Hannan 
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Name: David Hansen 

I write to make a submission to the New South Wales Governments Short Term Holiday Letting 
Options Paper. I do not believe that the same rules should be applied to holiday homes that are 
being considered for apartments and room sharing in strata properties in the city. Short-Term-Rental 
is a key part of the visitor and tourist economy of regional cities and towns. If some of the proposed 
options are put in place, it could be too burdensome to rent out holiday homes. If this happens then 
jobs will be lost and the economy will be starved of much needed tourist income in regional New 
South Wales. I urge you to treat holiday homes differently to other short term rental and listen to 
the voices and concerns of homeowners. 
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PCU072609 

E A  G L E C O R P  P R O P E R T Y  CONSULTANTS 

10 October 2017 

Director Housing Policy 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39, 
SYDNEY, NSW 2001 

Dear sirs 

RE: Submission with reference to the STHL Options Plan 

Department of Planning 
rin7JLE;(1 

12 OCT 2017 

Scarinng Room 

I represent the owner of a proposed boutique hotel development in the Wollongong CBD. These are 
some of the issues / disincentives we may potentially be facing in relation to STHL: 

1) Less incentive to build and progress with the hotel as a commercial enterprise given the 

enormous uncertainty with respect to Air BnB and ad hoc accommodation and the devastating 
impact this can have on our proposed business; 

2) This is likely to lower the daily rate of the hotel rooms in order to be more competitive with 
other accommodation providers who do not have as much overheads making the business less 

or not viable; 

3) Trying to get finance to construct the hotel is difficult as it is. Also trying to sell any hotel rooms 
as an investment is more difficult in that banks are more reluctant to lend towards hotels and 
buying a hotel apartment as opposed to a residential apartment. People are less likely to invest 
in a hotel room because of the uncertainty of ad hoc accommodation and the likely return on 
their investment. This has a negative cascade effect because these hotel apartments also 
become more difficult to re-sell; 

4) This has a compounding negative cascade effect on tourism, the type cif tourist and the quality 
of accommodation provided and the buoyancy of the local economy; 

PCU072609PCU072609



RECOMMENDATIONS: 

What may potentially balance things up a little would be: 

1) Limiting the places that can be rented as STHL and Air BnB to only outside of and not within a

city CBD. This retains the integrity, convenience, comparative advantage, viability of a hotel as

well as the economy of the CBD;

2) Extending the length of stays of certain hotel complexes such as those with rooms over 35sqm,

which is the minimum size of a habitable apartment in the SEPP 65 residential guidelines, from 4

weeks to 6 months. This somewhat balances out and gives back to the hotel sector what the

residential sector has or will take away from the hotel sector;

a. For example the proposed hotel is situated near 2 main hospitals. It is likely to attract

visiting doctors, nurses, friends and family of patients etc who require longer term stays

and serviced rooms. These people are likely to be lost to alternative accommodation

that allow stays of over 4 weeks.

3) Allowing hotels a greater flexibility for other uses and therefore empowering them with some

advantage, point of difference. For example hotel rooms in a CBD are well suited and equipped

to also be allowed to be used as temporary offices;

4) Providing concessions on parking requirements for a hotel in a CBD. Currently a residential

building in a CBD which can then be used for short term accommodation, requires less parking

than a hotel making the residential development for short term accommodation a more viable

option than a hotel development.
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Strata Plan 64622 
3 Kings Cross Rd 
Rushcutters Bay, 

NSW 2011 
18 September 2017 

Matt Kean 
Minister for Innovation and Better Regulation 
NSW Government 
cc. NSW Premier; Minister for Planning.

Response to Short-term Holiday Letting (STHL) Options Paper 

Dear Director, 

I write as Chair of the Altair Strata Committee to provide feedback to the STHL Options Paper 
recently published by the NSW government. Altair is a residential apartment building of 
approximately 140 homes for around 250 residents in Kings Cross Rd, Rushcutters Bay. We are 
close to a train station and multiple bus stops, surrounded by restaurants, pubs, clubs and bars 
and are within comfortable walking distance of the CBD.  

This is Strata land. Well over 95% of all residents in Rushcutters Bay and neighbouring 
Darlinghurst and Potts Point live in Strata plans. We understand that recent government statistics 
show that there are now over 100 suburbs in Sydney which have over 50% of residents living in 
Strata plans.  

These Strata plans are at great risk of having control of their amenity swamped by STHL. 
At Altair, we have long recognised this risk and have had by-laws in place for over 15 years 
regarding STHL (updated in October 2016). We police these by-laws stringently.  

We do not have an opinion on the use of STHL in free-standing, individually owned homes, and 
have no wish to interfere with their owner’s possible rights or actions. We are uniquely concerned 
about the potential impact of STHL on Strata living. 

The original ‘Adequacy of Short Term Holiday Lets in NSW (STRA)’ report tabled in parliament in 
October 2016 acknowledged that ‘Strata is different’ but then did little to address this situation. 
The current Options Paper also notes that ‘Strata properties have different requirements to 
detached properties’ and accordingly makes two recommendations (10 & 11) specific to Strata. 

We believe these recommendations are weak for Strata and self-serving to the STHL industry. 

Recommendation 10; Suggests that Strata Committees be given some extra retrospective 
powers to address problems after the fact and... 

Recommendation 11; Suggests that the situation regarding STHL in Strata plans be re-visited 
three years after any legislation relaxing STHL in NSW is enacted. 

We believe that Recommendation 10 will fail as it assumes that Strata plans are commercial 
enterprises with full-time, possibly even 24/7, staff that can be deployed to respond to these 
issues as they arise. This is not the case.  

The Recommendation completely ignores the reality that Strata plans are run by unpaid 
volunteers who are in many instances already stretched by the necessary duties required under 
NSW law to properly run a Strata scheme. Recommendation 10 would exacerbate workloads. 

We suggest that Recommendation 11 would be significantly improved by amending it so that 
Strata is exempt from any changes to the laws regarding relaxation of STHL in NSW for three 
years. This approach would enable a review of the impacts on the simpler ownership and more 
easily controllable environments of free-standing dwellings to achieve a proper and thorough 
assessment of any law changes before addressing the vastly more complex Strata issues. 



Our Previous Submissions 
We wrote a submission to the parliamentary committee investigating STHL in NSW (22 October 
2015, acknowledged in the subsequent report) asking that Strata plans continue to be able to 
make their own decisions regarding the application of STHL in each individual Strata plan. 

After the October 2016 report, we again wrote (27 October 2016) and requested that Strata plans 
should be able to make their own decisions regarding STHL. This approach is briefly alluded to, 
but not addressed, in the Options Paper. The failure to explore this logical and democratic solution 
for STHL in Strata is a fundamental weakness of the Options Paper.   

Strata Plans are very different to free-standing properties. 

▪ A free-standing home is generally owned by an individual or a family. Within reason they
should be able to deal with that property as they wish subject to the law, council regulations
and respect for their neighbours. NB. They do not have the unfettered right to do whatever
they like with that property...and this has never been the case.

▪ Within a Strata plan an apartment owner effectively owns a hole in the air. Within their
apartment they own the carpets, the paint on the walls and their chattels. The surrounding
walls, floors, ceilings, balconies and windows are collectively owned by the Owners
Corporation of the Strata plan. These, the land and the building are common property as are
the jointly used and community funded foyers, entrances, lifts, stairwells, gardens, gyms,
pools etc.

▪ A free-standing building may be owned by an individual owner or family... an individual who is
responsible for making decisions about that building.

▪ A Strata plan building is jointly owned by the Strata plan community (the Owners Corporation)
... a community that is responsible for making decisions about that building.

1. Strata invented the Sharing Economy.
Long before Airbnb or Stayz or Uber were conceived the owners of Strata plans have been
planning for and operating shared buildings and facilities. Owner Corporations and Strata
Committees have decades of experience successfully managing the resources of the Sharing
Economy of their Strata plan and should be allowed to continue to do so.

2. Strata plans are governed by Strata Committees. By order of the NSW government.
In 1961 Strata plans were invented in NSW. The NSW government mandated that each Strata
plan be collectively owned by an Owners Corporation and that it be ‘governed’ by an Executive
Committee (now Strata Committee). There are strict rules relating to how Owners Corporations
and Strata Committees operate. Strata plans are run under legally mandated, democratic
principles and are effectively the fourth level of government in Australia.

3. Rules made by the people; for the people.
Strata plans are owned and run by communities not individuals. Strata Committees are tasked
with creating, managing and policing their own rules...rules designed for that unique Strata plan
and decided by the owners of that unique Strata plan.

4. Shutting the stable door after the horse has bolted
Every remedy that is promulgated in the Options Paper to the myriad potential issues of STHL in
Strata is retrospective. It assumes that each Strata plan has ready access to professional help
over and above their Strata manager with all the concomitant legal and financial implications.
Airbnb’s dispute resolution plan also requires action after the event. The Options Paper alludes to
resolving issues, often involving now departed guests, by recourse to NCAT.

The reality is that NCAT is not effective in Strata matters; it has no relevant expertise (no 
specialist Strata mediators); a work-load that defies quick or easy access and crucially no ability to 
enforce decisions once made. This creates a farcical ‘catch-22’ where to enforce an NCAT 
decision we have to go to the District or Supreme Court but neither the District nor Supreme Court 



will hear a Strata case until it has first been heard at NCAT...and we can advise from direct 
experience that this combined process is tortuous and expensive (currently we have a Strata 
action still running at 5+ years and counting...and over $150,000 in fees). 

5. Unmanageable, Unfair and Utterly Unreasonable.
Strata Committees are unpaid volunteers. The workload for properly conducted Strata
Committees is ever increasing; in large schemes, it requires a level of professional expertise. The
core tasks of Chair and Secretary are serious part-time jobs such that they are often and
necessarily performed by retired owners. I conservatively calculate my workload as Chair at 15
hours per week. Management of STHL will only add to that load.

The vast majority of Strata plans do not have concierges and or full time building managers; so 
who will manage the unknown guests. Who will manage party noise, damage and resident 
amenity issues, inevitably at 3 o’clock in the morning? It is utterly unfair and unreasonable to 
expect the retired school teacher, nurse or bank manager, who has given up their time to be chair 
or secretary of the Strata Committee, to be responsible for breaking up the party. 

6. Strata communities do not want to Subsidise Individual’s Commercial activities.
If STHL is allowed in Strata plans some of those buildings which are close to public transport,
pubs, clubs and restaurants and the CBD or beaches etc. will become hotels overnight. Altair and
most Strata plans are simply not set up to be hotels...and nor do they want to be.

We do not have, and do not want to have, CCTV in every corridor (our residents would be 
appalled), security-trained concierges (at 100%+ pay loadings), increased insurance to cover the 
potential damages and liabilities, the extra fire safety issues of unknown guests, the invasion of 
utterly unknown strangers into our homes with all the attendant security issues or to be 
maintaining booking management or expanded concierge services.  

7. There is a Solution for STHL in Strata.
STHL is a clear and present threat in Strata plans to resident amenity, property damage,
insurance and fire risk, realistic management protocols by Strata Committees and to owner
values.

Every Strata plan however has to have, by law, a General Meeting every 12 months. Any owner 
can put a motion to that General Meeting. Some owners may wish to have the right to have STHL 
in their Strata plan and some may not; but it is a decision for the whole Strata community.  

The solution for STHL in Strata is for any NSW law 

a) to prohibit STHL in Strata plans across NSW and then

b) To allow each Strata plan make up their own mind on allowing STHL within their Strata plan
by a vote of the Owners at a General Meeting which would be required within 12 months of
the passage of the law.

8. Fairness and transparency in decision-making
Various members of the NSW parliament (and or their families) have investment properties, some
in Strata plans. It should be an essential part of any associated legislative process for all members
of the NSW government to declare any such interest before participating in any vote or debate.

I would welcome the opportunity to directly address any formal government enquiry or forum into 
this matter. 

Yours 

Ralf Harding 
Chair, Altair Strata Committee. 
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27 October 2017 

Director, Housing Policy 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney, NSW 2011. 

Dear Director, 
Response to STHL Options Paper 

I write to support all strata plans having the right as a community (Owners Corporation) to 
determine for themselves whether that strata plan community wants to allow STHL in their 
community owned building.  

1) Strata is different...from free-standing dwellings.

I believe that the issues associated with the community nature of strata building ownership vs 
free-standing dwellings have already been well canvassed so would like to focus my 
response on some other important emerging aspects of this situation. 

2) Strata is different...than it used to be.

When strata law evolved in NSW in 1961 most strata plans (SPs) were groups of flats...usually 
6,8,10 maybe 12 flats in brick and tile blocks. SPs have grown to the point that they now 
house approximately 30-33% of all people in Sydney. It is projected that soon (by 2050) over 
50% of all Sydneysiders will live in strata. Strata living is no longer a ‘stepping stone’; it is a 
lifestyle choice. 

The explosion in strata living has particularly occurred since the 1990’s. That expansion has 
not occurred in blocks of flats; it has occurred in whole precincts of apartments of the type 
built by developers such as Mirvac and Meriton. Suburban blocks of flats have been 
overtaken by city block wide mega-buildings of apartments. SPs of 4, 6, 8 and 10 lots are 
increasingly SPs of 100, 200, 300, and 400 lots. SPs of over 99 lots are designated in law as 
‘Large Strata Plans’ with (subtly) different regulations. Management of the ‘old’ mini-SPs was 
a cottage industry. Management of the new mega-SP is a serious job...or at least a serious 
part-time job. 

But it is still a job done by the same unpaid volunteers that make up the Executive (now 
Strata) Committee as was the case in 1961. 

A successful large SP Strata Committee now needs genuine business and professional 
expertise and manages a budget and regulatory issues similar to an SME. 

Some of the proposals relating to STHL will massively exacerbate this already onerous task. 
‘Remedies’ that require actions by the Strata Committee to deal with already absent tenants 
after the fact are absurd. The thought that retired Strata Committee members could or 
should be monitoring and policing short stay tenants and parties sometime after midnight is 
equally absurd...and the huge number of SC members are retired because the task has 
become so time-consuming that few else can do it. 

It is essential that SC members can be pro-active in controlling who enters their buildings 
(and homes). Retro-active measures are simply shutting the stable door after the horse has 
bolted and will make an increasingly difficult job impossible.  
And, if the members of the SC can’t be given the right tools to deal with STHL in their SP then 
who is going to do it? NCAT is swamped, not properly equipped with appropriately qualified 
moderators to adequately address strata work and has little ability to enforce decisions. 



Councils cannot or will not address STHL actions now. The Police have better things to do. Will 
there be a new government department? Interactions and disputes regarding STHL within 
strata plans will be unpleasant if not violent. This could be a recipe for disaster...and an 
invitation for strata civil wars. 

3) Strata is different...across NSW

The explosion in strata has come via mega-blocks of apartments which are in desirable, high 
traffic locations near beaches, shops, pubs, clubs, restaurants and public transport. That is 
why the developers built them there. This means that the big new mega-SPs are grouped 
together. I am told that close to 80% of all the mega-SPs in NSW are in North Sydney, Manly, 
Bondi and the CBD precincts of Potts Point, East Sydney, Darlinghurst, Pyrmont, Jackson’s 
Landing, Woolloomooloo and Darling Harbour. 

These mega-SPs are ripe to become hotels overnight if not protected from laissez-faire 
adoption of STHL. But these mega-SPs may not want to be hotels. They are not set-up, or 
have the budget or resources to be hotels. They should have the right to make a choice. 

The NSW government seem to be approaching this issue from a one-size-fits-all 
perspective...but there are at least three separate groups with very separate needs and 
wants to be considered. 

a) Free-standing dwellings, sea-changers, tree-changers and holiday homes. These
dwellings are almost always owned by one or two individuals or families. Provided
that they respect the law, council regulations and their neighbours right to quiet
enjoyment of their property then they should be able to make their own decisions
and a light-touch regulatory plan might suffice.

b) ‘Original’ (mini) Strata Plans – SPs of less than 99 lots. These are genuine
neighbourhood communities. They are generally not sophisticated operations. Often
the residents are older and retired. In a mega-block of 250 lots a difficult owner is a
problem. In a mini-block of 8 lots a difficult owner is a disaster. A ‘bad’ STHL operation
could make life unbearable. Many of these mini-SPs would have been set up well
before STHL/Airbnb was ever conceived. It seems grossly unfair to impose STHL on
them now. Perhaps any law change should exempt mini-SPs from any STHL legislation
as a default option; with the proviso that any SP owner can put a motion to allow
STHL at a General Meeting as a special resolution but only for an SP registered after
Airbnb was started, say 2010.

c) Large’ Strata Plans – this is where the real action is. This is because the large SPs are in
the prime locations where Airbnb/STAYZ etc. want to be and where the existing SP
community is at most risk of being swamped and being converted to a quasi-hotel.
It is essential that each SP community have the right to determine their own
destiny...whatever might be. By law every SP must have a General Meeting at least
once each year. Perhaps any law change could exclude STHL in all large SPs at the
outset but require that each large SP have  a motion at their next General Meeting
(following any change in the law re STHL) requiring a vote by the Owners
Corporation regarding whether they wish to continue to exclude STHL or allow STHL
(with conditions?).

The NSW government has been requiring Owners Corporations and Strata Committees to 
make the decisions about the running of their individual SP’s for over 55 years.  
Why should that change with STHL? 

Kama Harding
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Justin Hardman 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 

Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 

registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 

and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 

boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 

encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 

reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 

receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 

isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 

Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 

negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 

don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 

own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 

no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 

is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 

circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 

would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-

laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 

understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 

other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

James Hare 
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Dear Minister 

Our submission requests the Department doesn’t take a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach to STHL. Ideally 
we envisage an option incorporating self-regulation sanctioned through a complaints management 
mechanism. Although we are not affected by a strata scheme we would encourage a model that 
allows Owners Corporations to decide their own by-laws. 

We appreciate there are issues for some holiday-lets where the amenity of neighbours is 
compromised. These problems can be exacerbated when the host resides some distance from the 
holiday let premises and there is no direct and prompt surveillance or resolution of problems. 

Our situation is the opposite. We holiday-let a detached duplex that is immediately next door to our 
home. We have a side fence gate so we can have direct access when required. Prior to us purchasing 
the duplex it was permanently tenanted and we, and the other adjoining neighbours, were 
subjected to frequent partying, loud music, “overflow” car parking on our verge, and visitors 
camping on the public reserve at the rear of our properties. The owner of the other duplex in the 
strata property had several altercations with the tenants. Also, the property was in poor repair and a 
visual blight on the streetscape. 

After we purchased the property we extensively renovated it and continue to take pride in its 
maintenance. We have direct supervision of our Guests and don’t tolerate any behaviour 
detrimental to the amenity of our neighbours (or ourselves). The other duplex owner in the strata 
property is delighted with the improvement in the behaviour of their direct neighbours.  

We offer a modest accommodation in Byron Bay compared to the more up-market and expensive 
options closer to the town centre. We are also pet friendly and have the space to provide secure off-
street parking. 

Consequently our Guests have often been looking for clean, inexpensive accommodation to attend 
events (weddings, sporting and health, et cetera) that otherwise they would find too expensive to 
book. 

Several times we’ve hosted tradesmen that have needed to travel to Byron Bay for specific projects. 
Our holiday let provided convenient, reasonably priced accommodation, with secure parking for 
their vehicles and equipment that allows them to conveniently service local customers. 

For ourselves, hosting a holiday-let allows us to meet some lovely people, while supplementing our 
retirement income. 

We suggest that rather than blanket legislation that imposes ‘one-size-fits-all’ restrictions on all 
holiday-lets it would be fairer to apply a code that sanctions those holiday-lets that are unresponsive 
to complaints. We hope our example illustrates that not all holiday-lets are a blight on neighbouring 
residents. 

Thank you, 
Jeff & Tracey Harrison 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Steven Harpur 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Keah harrigan 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Bree harris 

4264



David Harris 

I write to make a submission to the New South Wales Governments Short Term Holiday Letting 

Options Paper. 

I do not believe that the same rules should be applied to holiday homes that are being considered 

for apartments and room sharing in strata properties in the city. 

Short-Term-Rental is a key part of the visitor and tourist economy of regional cities and towns. If 

some of the proposed options are put in place, it could be too burdensome to rent out holiday 

homes. If this happens then jobs will be lost and the economy will be starved of much needed tourist 

income in regional New South Wales. 

I urge you to treat holiday homes differently to other short term rental and listen to the voices and 

concerns of homeowners. 

I also understand that the Shoalhaven relies on tourism as a major source of income, does not really 

make sense to reduce the accommodation in the area. 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Deborah Harris 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 



I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Maria Hartley 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  
Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Mick Hartley 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Rudie Hartono 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Jane Harvey 
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Dear Sir or Madam 

We're just coming to the end of our ten day Airbnb stay here in Newtown and hope that this case 
study will help the argument in favour of licensing for short term holiday lettings 

We are restricting ourselves to the safety-critical aspects of our accommodation. Please do not 

hesitate to get in touch if you need further input. We can supply photographs if you need 
them 

Yours sincerely  
Jacob and Sharon Hassan 

There can only be two words to describe the accommodation at 33 Campbell Street, 
Newtown NSW 2042: "basic" and "unloved". In places it is potentially unsafe. This is 
one of 11 properties advertised by "Linda" on Airbnb, so it is fully a commercial 
operation. The property has been "renovated" with the minimum of care. This owner 
is obviously out for a quick buck at the expense of basic safety requirements. We are 
residential landlords in the UK and are appalled by what we have experienced here 

(1) Our main front door showed signs of having been forced open during an earlier
occupancy and it took two requests to the owner to have it secured

(2) The concrete steps leading up to the front door are badly chipped and will be
dangerous when wet. There is no handrail

(3) When the roof leaked, there was no workable mop. One was promised by the
owner but did not materialise

(4) Inside, the wooden floor is very obviously not level and gives way underfoot,
particularly when you step down from kitchen

(5) There is no sign of a compliance certificate for any of the fixed electrical wiring -
in particular, there is no above counter isolation switch for the cooker hob, as
required under AS/NZS 3000:2007/2/4.7.1

(6) The electric water heater is inadequately supported over the toilet. Rheem do
have their own wall mounting bracket, but this has not been used. Much of the
weight is take by the supply pipes. There are no signs of a compliance certificate
here either

(7) The electrical appliances include a portable radiant bar fire of the sort which are
banned in many sites of residential accommodation. There is also a visibly damaged
convection heater. There is no sign of electrical safety certification for either

(8) A tall freestanding shelving unit is unstable and at risk of toppling over

(9) The smoke alarm was not functioning when we arrived, a replacement was
promised by the owner but did not materialise. On this count alone, the
accommodation does not meet local fire safety requirements



(10) The front garden brick wall leans out precariously. The temporary supporting
bracket is tearing out and the whole structure is at risk of collapsing onto passers-by
in the street

(11) The broken mirror in the back yard is a hazard
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Leigh Hatch 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Rena Chatterjee 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to Newcastle using the Airbnb platform last month, I strongly believe in 
the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my responsibilities 
as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that Airbnb’s review 
system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

My recent visit to Newcastle was business related and normally would have only been a day trip - fly 
in to Sydney and out, but because I am comfortable with AirBnB across Australia, we chose to stay 
over which overall increased our revenue spend. 
With increased costs and regulations we would revert to a single day only. Further visits to 
Newcastle and NSW generally are planned but will not be expanded if further unnecessary 
regulations are introduced and increased costs our hosts are forced to accept. 
Overall our spend in NSW will be reduced with less visitations and shorter stays. 

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Trevor Hawker 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Kara Hawley 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb?  
Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 
I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Junko Hayashida 
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29 October 2017 Hunter’s Hill 
NSW 2110 

Director, Housing Policy 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 30 
Sydney NSW 2001 

Email: STHL@planning.nsw.gov.au 

Dear Director 

SUBMISSION ON OPTIONS PAPER BY NSW DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT RE SHORT TERM HOLIDAY LETTING (STHL) 

I am the Chair of a Strata Committee for a sizeable block of modern apartments.  However, the 
views expressed in this submission are my own and may or may not represent the views of 
other Strata Committee members or the broader Owners’ Corporation of that Strata Scheme. 

The Department’s Options Paper has outlined quite a number of the issues associated with 
STHL for Strata Schemes, including potential problems with: 

 noise

 waste

 traffic

 parking

 safety (including emergency evacuation)

 non-compliance with building classifications, Occupation Certificates and codes

 appearance of lots

 creation of nuisance (such as smoke intrusion)

 interference with other residents’ rights of quiet enjoyment of common property and
their own lot

 reduced owner amenity

 increased strata and other costs, and

 likely ignorance of, or non-compliance with, a host of reasonable approved By Laws and
procedures that all other residents are legally obliged to comply with.

mailto:STHL@planning.nsw.gov.au


2. 

There are other significant issues and problems which have not been mentioned above such 
as, but not limited to, security (eg. management and control of keys, access codes, pass codes, 
access  control cards and other devices used by frequently changing clientele), common area 
wear and tear and increased building insurance premiums and non-compliance caused by 
change of use (costs borne by all Owners). 

Any one of the above list of issues would normally cause concern amongst residents and 
indeed the authorities, who would normally regulate to control it according to community 
standards and expectations.  However, the above list combined represents an overwhelming 
mass of potential problems arising from STHL activities which, in virtually all cases, are likely to 
be for the sole purpose of promoting individual profit. 

The unfortunate reality is that STHL adversely changes the nature of a building and the amenity 
and quality of life of its occupants.  It causes stress, angst and resentment amongst the 
occupants.  The Options Paper rightly points out that applicable building rules and By laws are 
almost unenforceable in reality because the STHL occupants are likely to be gone before any 
action can be taken. 

Any one of the above list of issues should ring alarm bells with the authorities, however, the 
above list combined indicates a problem the scale of which which exceeds the normal limits of 
tolerance within Australian society. 

The broad strategies, as listed in the Options Paper, of Industry Self-Regulation, Planning 
Regulation and Regulation to manage safety and amenity issues are all very well, but we 
should not delude ourselves - their effectiveness is highly questionable. 

I believe the essential option that must be introduced is for the NSW Government to legally 
empower Owners’ Corporations, if they so desire, to prohibit or restrict STHL in their Strata 
Schemes, by majority vote at a General Meeting, and be able to enforce this by way of By- 
Laws which are duly authorised under Strata legislation.   

In other words, if Strata Schemes do not want STHL in their building, they should be able to 
legally  ban it. 

Yours faithfully 

Mr Bob Hayes 

4277



Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Theresa Hayes 
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I am writing as a member of the public concerned about the NSW government’s proposals to 
overregulate Short-Term Home Lending (STHL) and the adverse impacts of these proposals on 
holidaying families, businesses, home owners, consumer choice, jobs, innovation and the tourist 
economy of New South Wales. 

The STHL sector has contributed significantly to the tourism sector and tourist economy in recent 
years, buoyed by the growth of the ‘sharing economy’ and its innovative platforms.  

STHL has a longstanding history in Australia since the 1900s and these platforms have simply made 
the process more efficient and transparent. As a result, they have allowed Australian families to 
supplement their household income while attracting tourists from all over the world to New South 
Wales and creating 40,823 Full-time jobs for Australians. Half of these fall within the regional 
economy where accommodation options have traditionally been limited. These platforms should be 
encouraged and facilitated as part of the government’s innovation agenda – not undermined.  

I am concerned that heavy handed or punitive measures such as new taxes, draconian limits on how 
long a family can lend their home, mandatory development consent or a licensing regime telling 
Australians what they can or can’t do with their own home will only hurt the sector, cost jobs and 
harm businesses while driving tourists to other states and impinging upon private property rights.  

Home lenders already pay income tax on their STHL earnings and innovative online platforms only 
make these earnings more transparent. 

I believe that preventing the lending of secondary homes is also undesirable. When this measure 
was introduced in Berlin, Germany, it lead to a sharp drop in available STHL accommodation, a 
reduction in government income tax revenue as well as a significant increase in the prices of 
available accommodation – taking money out of visitors’ pockets which could be spent on local 
businesses. Such a reform would especially wreak havoc in our tourism-dependent regional 
economy. 

If the government or traditional hospitality providers such as hotels are concerned about tax 
neutrality, the government should instead cut the significant red tape, zoning laws and taxes which 
burden these establishments – not punish their competitors and competitors’ customers. 

I believe that non-coercive measures such as an industry code of conduct or community-focused 
measures such as allowing Strata associations to create by-laws for STHL accommodation offer a 
more sensible solution for addressing community concerns without the dire consequences of heavy-
handed, anti-innovative options.  
I urge you to do the right thing by avoiding any overregulation of the burgeoning and innovative 
STHL sector. 

Thank you for considering my concerns on this vital matter. 

4279



I write to make a submission to the New South Wales Governments Short Term Holiday Letting 
Options Paper. 

Key points below: 
1. Impacts such as noise or larger gatherings than normal caused by short‐term holiday letting (STHL)
can be managed by industry self regulation such as (1) code of conduct (2) complaints management
(3) education.
2. STHL and strata management can work collaboratively whereby strata management can receive
fair compensation to adverse impacts of STHL, if any.
3. STHL should be treated equally to long‐term letting in terms of licenses required to operate.

I am a young professional working to pay off my mortgage, and the ability to rent my apartment 
through airbnb has helped me enormously with the mortgage repayments. When first purchasing 
the property this was a key consideration, and it is not fair to now remove that right.  

I have strict rules around number of guests (4 maximum, in a 2 bedroom apartment), gatherings (not 
allowed at all), and noise. I have never experienced a time when the rules were broken. If the 
property owner is doing the right thing by setting rules, communicating with the strata body, and 
making the home habitable and safe for the tenant, this arrangement works really well for everyone. 
I have had a number of families stay in my place, at a much higher level of comfort and lower price 
than a hotel, and I think this is a much better situation for them also.  

Please don't change the rules because of a few loud voices. The sharing economy is wonderful for 
both tenants and owners, connecting supply and demand and making travel much more affordable 
and pleasant for so many families.  

Sincerely,  
Louise Hayward 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I 

strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely 

embrace my responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful 

way, and I know that Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their 

travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely 

affect my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept 

this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so 

that small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in 

these communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and 

education which encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct 

would need to be reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour 

and to receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad 

actors and isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory 

environment which allows Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own 

homes would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do 

not allow by-laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would 

be a step backwards for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions 

would have a negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South 

Australia and Tasmania don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own 

home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees 

and no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In 

Tasmania, most home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and 

cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually 

for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy 

to understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 



I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as 

well as other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the 

rewards. 

Johnny He 
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New 

South Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and 

costly registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

I am a retired Agricultural Scientist and had to leave my professional job of 39 years to care 

for my husband who was diagnosed with a rare form of Frontotemporal Dementia called 

Pick's disease at the young age of 58. The prognosis for life span was 2-15 years - and he 

lived 15 years. 

I stayed on our family farm, coping as a carer for many years. In the end sold and moved to 

town for more opportunities to have social interactions to keep me sane. I could not find the 

home I wanted and bought a much larger home that I needed with a farm like outlook. My 

downstairs was not being used until I had surgery on my leg and foot and had to live down 

stairs for 6 months. I renovated the area to make it suitable for my convalescence. Once I 

moved back upstairs, I decided to see if anyone would like to stay for our main festival period 

in the town. 

I initially went thru an Estate agent, but they reduced my booking to nil in preference to their 

own short term accommodation.  

I then registered with AirBnB and have had a wonderful response from guests. I love people 

and entertaining and this opportunity has given me many advantages to recovering from 

caring for 15 year. 

The unit is self contained, separate entrance, and separate from my space in the home. 

It has given me a purpose in life, given guests a great stay, and given me some pocket money, 

and "forced" me to keep my home and grounds in great order. I always declare my income in 

the tax return. 

Australia needs to share its resources - and I very much enjoy my "new job", even though it is 

a lot of work. It is keeping me young! 

It is my home and grounds, and I believe I have a right to share it with others. 

I seriously urge the Government to realise that belonging to AirBnB is providing a great 

service to our Tourist Industry and providing home like accommodation for those on short 

term contract work who don't want to rent with 6 or 12 months and bonds and 8.8% agents 

fees. 

I have had a Dr (locum) and his wife from Ireland stay for a 3 months contract - then come 

back on 2 other occasions for 2 more 3 month contracts. Its offering good employment for 

folk and is a great benefit to my physical and emotional health. 

I have a current booking for 5 months, for a single lady (social worker) who has a 6 months 

contract working with a Care agency in town. 

Great for her, great for me - win win 

The motels here are frequently full, and rental hard to find and expensive. 

AirBnB is offering a viable alternative to fill a real need in this town at the moment 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the 

mortgage and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small 

businesses get a boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 



Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and 

education which encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct 

would need to be reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour 

and to receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad 

actors and isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory 

environment which allowed Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions 

would have a negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South 

Australia and Tasmania don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share 

your own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are 

no fees and no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. 

In Tasmania, there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only 

required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own 

homes would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do 

not allow by-laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step 

backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy 

to understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as 

well as other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the 

rewards. 

Helen Hearnshaw 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 



other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

benjamin heath  
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Jill Heath 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Dorothy Heaton 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  
I have been a guest a only three AirBnB homes in the past three years, on each occasion the host, 
the premises and generally the location were far more agreeable than experienced in major hotel 
chains.  
Certainly apply the recommendations I support below but please do not restrict the choice AirBnB 
properties offer. This is a unique and most favorable experience.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 



To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Frances Hegarty 
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Submission to STHL in NSW:  Options Paper July 2017 

STHL@planning.nsw.gov.au 

Thank you Hon. Anthony Roberts MP and Hon. Matt Kean MP for the opportunity to put 

in a submission in response to the Options Paper on STHL. 

We are an older couple who purchased our unit some 30 years ago when the nine strata 

units in our building had owner occupiers.  Now 7 of the 9 are owned by investors.  

Fortunately these investors prefer to let to long term tenants and we enjoy a 

harmonious life style where there is a good feeling of familiar neighbours and respect 

for the shared areas.  There have been only the odd occasion where short term holiday 

use has resulted in glass beer bottles in the pool, disrespect for the first come first 

served open parking spaces and late night disturbances. 

However, we are only too aware of our vulnerability to Airbnb and other short term 

holiday letting in our small cul-de-sac of nine unit buildings.  It is slowly happening.  

We therefore request that the NSW Government take the cue from overseas high 

tourism cities where their responses to the rapid expansion of the STHL industry has 

been to impose a range of regulations.  Permitting the industry to continue in its present 

unregulated way with its expansion into residential is a recipe for disaster for residents 

and will lead to anger against the Government. It is totally unacceptable for the 

Government to bow to the needs of this industry over and above the needs of the 

community.  It is already eating into the long term rental market.  People like our 

grandchildren have been priced out of the housing market and are now seriously being 

priced out of the long term rental market.   

Please find below answers to the numbered questions in the Option Paper. 

6. We have concerned about all of the impacts of STHL suggested in the box.  There are

more.  We are concerned about safety of going into the shared laundry at night.  We are

concerned about being parked in by holiday makers who do not know the etiquette of

sharing open parking spaces.  We are concerned that we will have added expenses in

insurance, fire safety, pool safety, damage to common areas.  We are concerned that

there will be increased fire risks. We are concerned that our street will become a

collection of quasi hotels without all of the protection that is inherent in hotels and

licences guesthouses.

7. Our experience tells us to be very wary of any industry being given the power of self

regulation.  We therefore offer a definite ‘NO’ to self regulation.  We are familiar with the

holiday letting scene and local government in Byron Shire and are aware that just about

the only useful control to unruly holiday letting was calling the police.  Self regulation

does not work there including the use of its own  Code of Conduct.

8. The barrier to reduce the effectiveness of self-regulation is the profit motive.  We

have seen that recently in both the greyhound industry and in nursing homes.



9. This is an absolutely crucial question for us and for many of our friends and

neighbours.  Owners Corporations must have the right to decide what goes on in their

building in terms of SHTL.  They must have the right to rule out STHL in investor owned

units.  They should have the right to decide about sharing a few rooms for STHL, and to

decide the conditions regarding letting whole units for a short time when residents go

away for their own holidays.   Denial of control is denial that this happens to be our

homes.  This is where we expect to continue to live in peace and harmony for as long as

we can.  Sharing our home and our street with an ever increasing number of tourists is

not our idea of ‘home’.  We expect the collective right to determine whether or not STHL

is allowed in our building.  No STHL should be permitted unless approved by at least

75% of owners.

10. For unit buildings where the Owners Corporation does decide to allow STHL there

must be changes to the Strata Scheme Management Act so that the resident owners are

not out of pocket while investor owners profit from STHL.  This can be done through

extra levies and financial compensation for damage done to strata owned parts of the

building and common space.

11. While it is expected that the STHL industry will take responsibility for its behaviour,

the controls on its function cannot be left to the industry itself.

12. At the local government level all premises used for STHL should subject to a

compliant development process.  Full DAs would clog up the DA process to the

detriment of the local community.  A compliant development would give Council the

ability to set standards, include conditions of consent, and keep tabs on the overall

percentages of homes that have been lost to the housing sector for the tourism industry.

13. All of the factors set out in the Option Paper are relevant.  History has shown that by

placing the responsibility for handling non-compliance with local government with

insufficient funds and resources to carry out this role, non-compliance can be rife.

Regulation should therefore be primarily at the state level through an effective

registration of people who carry out STHL.

14. The divide between metropolitan and regional is less relevant for this issue.  The

metropolitan areas of Sydney that are under STHL stress are the city, inner city and

coastal and harbour suburbs.  Regional is not homogenous.  It would be foolish to

implement a ‘one case fits all’ approach.  What would work in Byron Bay with year

round tourism demands would not be appropriate to smaller coastal towns with school

holiday seasons.  Similarly towns with festivals would have a totally different pattern of

tourism demand.  One of the strengths of local government is that it is responsive to

local needs.

15. Licensing of the operators/hosts of STHL is essential.  They would pay an annual fee

to a government agency such as the Department of Fair Trading, to cover administration

and monitoring, with the need to display their licence numbers on any advertising.  Just

like plumbers and electricians.  People like us must be able to look online for the STHL

in our own neighbourhood.  We have the right to know exactly where it is operating and

to what extent.  We have a right to know if our neighbours are residents or tourists.  We

have a right to know just who we are sharing our home space and our street with.  We



support the San Francisco model which restricts one licence per person/corporation.  It 

is well known that some hotel  operators have purchased strata units en masse as a 

cheaper alternative to building or buying hotels. 

A register is a valuable record of the details of the industry.  It will inform research 

which will in turn inform government with valuable data to assist in government 

decision making. 

We hope the Government will take into account the views and needs of the residential 

community. Choice of homes is one of the most important decisions in our lives.  There 

is a high community expectation that the Government is there to work with us for our 

ongoing safety and peaceful enjoyment of our homes. 

Hans Heilpern 

Sandra Heilpern 
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Dear NSW Government, 

There are tremendous benefits of home sharing for the local community, for the hosts and guests. 
My husband and I work part time in the lead up to retirement and home sharing allows us to go into 
different jobs that are not particularly well paid but where we can find employment as our 
traditional jobs are harder to find because of age discrimination. 
I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. It helps me to help my older children as it is really tough for them to find employment 
as they study. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Susan Hely 
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Name: Jane Henderson 
I write to make a submission to the New South Wales Governments Short Term Holiday Letting 
Options Paper. I do not believe that the same rules should be applied to holiday homes that are 
being considered for apartments and room sharing in strata properties in the city. Short-Term-Rental 
is a key part of the visitor and tourist economy of regional cities and towns. If some of the proposed 
options are put in place, it could be too burdensome to rent out holiday homes. If this happens then 
jobs will be lost and the economy will be starved of much needed tourist income in regional New 
South Wales. I urge you to treat holiday homes differently to other short term rental and listen to 
the voices and concerns of homeowners.  
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26 October 2017  
Director, Housing Policy 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39, Sydney NSW 2001 

RE: Response to Options Paper - Short term Letting Submission 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

In terms of the regulations relating to short term letting, I have no issue with use of a 
property that is free standing. 

The main issue that I would like to raise is the use of lots in strata schemes, which involves 
also using the common shared property, and results in extra risk and maintenance for the 
permanent resident owners.  

I currently reside in such a complex, which I understood to be in a residential zone, and 
which is zoned for residential occupancy, not a ‘hotel style”, tourist type of occupancy. 
Current zoning is being ignored. 

To stop our apartment homes being turned into unregulated and unmanaged ‘de-facto’ 
hotels, I propose that, in areas where the property is zoned residential (not tourist): 

• Unit owners in apartment complexes, who lease whole units, which are not their principal
place of residence, be banned from operating their short-term letting businesses in
apartment complexes, unless the majority of owners (75%+) pass a By-Law for this to occur.
This should be enforceable and supported by the State Government with an easy process
for owners to report this illegal activity.

However, to enable genuine short-term letting, for an owner of a unit, which is their 
nominated, principal place of residence, I propose the following: 

• In apartment complexes, unit owners of their principal residence, who are in residence or
temporarily absent, may lease part, or all of their units, following notification to the Strata
Manager of the number of short term residents and their contact details, prior to
occupancy, not 14 days later as in the current situation. Notification must also provide
evidence that each short term resident has been given a copy of the By-Laws, and that these
short-term residents agree in writing to comply with all relevant By-Laws while in the
complex.

Compliance of the By-Laws for each proposed tenant is standard procedure for most long-
term rental arrangements and should also be applied in these cases, especially in regard to 
pool safety. This is a key issue and of great concern for owner-occupiers in strata units, 
where strangers come into the premises, with no knowledge of these By-Laws. 

Our Strata unit homes are not hotels. We do not have reception areas, everyday cleaning 
staff, security cameras in all areas, or security staff to monitor and control breeches of the 



By-Laws. It is difficult to contact or control the actions of absent owners in regard to being 
responsible for their “hotel “ guests, and therefore short term leasing should not be allowed 
in apartment complexes by non-resident owners who are operating business ventures, not 
sharing their own homes.  

Regards 
Mary Hendriks 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I 

strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely 

embrace my responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful 

way, and I know that Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their 

travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely 

affect my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept 

this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so 

that small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in 

these communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and 

education which encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct 

would need to be reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour 

and to receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad 

actors and isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory 

environment which allows Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own 

homes would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do 

not allow by-laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would 

be a step backwards for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions 

would have a negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South 

Australia and Tasmania don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own 

home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees 

and no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In 

Tasmania, most home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and 

cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually 

for holiday homes or weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy 

to understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 



I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as 

well as other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the 

rewards. 

Lynette Henry 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb?  

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation ‐ including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation ‐ This includes options for by‐laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation ‐ By‐laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by‐
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework ‐ A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing ‐ A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self‐
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances ‐ usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



Natalie Henry   
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Dear NSW Government, 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments across New South 
Wales in a responsible and respectful way, without extreme regulations like caps and costly 
registration processes. Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I host with Airbnb? 

The Airbnb host community depends on hosting as an economic lifeline to help us pay the mortgage 
and the bills. I also recommend my favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so small businesses get a 
boost from local tourism. 

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allowed 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 
Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system such as fees to share your 
own home would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and 
no registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, there 
is a simple, quick and cost effective self-assessment form, which is only required in limited 
circumstances - usually for holiday homes or weekenders only. 
Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and this would be a step backwards for NSW.  

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 

Pam Henry 
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Dear NSW Government, 

Hello, I was a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months. I sent 
an email just before while I was writing, by my mistake, so I send it again with correct contents. I'm 
sorry. 

I strongly believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace 
my responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know 
that Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours. 

Through Air B n B service, I could met kind and great Australia local people and feel more attraction 
to trip in Australia. They were good and gave me local information, so I could enjoy my trip. Staying 
local people's house gave me lots of attractions that I couldn't get from a hotel. I liked to talk with 
them, and it was surely one of great elements for good trip. The system also gives benefits to local 
people in Australia. They could see various people, and both of they and I could be satisfied with the 
reasonable price. If I had to use only hotels, I couldn't enjoy the trip so greatly like I experiecned 
because I also feel burden about cost of a trip. I dont' lose various choices as a traveler who loves 
Australia and as a consumer in the world. While I was getting service from Air B n B, I got to know 
they tried to feel make people safe with several tools(systems). 

Please accept this as a formal submission to the Options Paper. 

Best Regards, 

JIHEON HEO 
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I write to make a submission to the New South Wales Government Short Term Holiday Letting 
Options Paper. 
I believe that holiday homes in regional areas should not be viewed under the same rules that are 
being considered for apartments and room sharing in strata properties in the city. 
Short-Term-Rental is a key part of the visitor and tourist economy of regional cities and towns. If 
some of the proposed options are put in place, it could be too burdensome and become unviable for 
many current short term rentals to continue, leading to loss of related jobs (such as cleaners, 
gardeners and property management staff) and the economy being starved of much needed tourist 
income in regional New South Wales.  
I urge you to treat holiday homes differently to other short term rentals and listen to the voices and 
concerns of homeowners. 
The area of the Central Coast of NSW where I live has a high percentage of short stay rentals as 
visitors come here for the uncrowded beaches and lakes, fishing, boating, bush walking and general 
recreation and relaxation. In my experience these visitors are respectful of neighbours and the 
general environment. 
Reduction in available short term rentals in this area would lead to a loss of income for local 
restaurants, shops and other small businesses. Tourists who wish to visit these areas will have a 
reduced number of places to stay and prices will become more expensive.  
I personally know many people and businesses who would be detrimentally affected by a forced 
reduction in rentals due to the implementation of regulations that will push up prices. 
My family would also be personally affected as I am currently managing my mother's house at 
Wagstaffe as a short term rental in order to help meet the high costs of the aged-care facility where 
she is now residing. 
I know many honest homeowners here who are offering short term rentals as part of their self-
funded retirement income, offering a beautiful place to stay and receiving high recommendations 
from their visitors. These people would also be financially negatively affected should the new 
proposals be introduced.  
Thankyou for your consideration of my view on this topic. 
Regards 
Fiona Hermann 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



GRACE HERMOCILLA 
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Name:    MARCUS HERON 

I write to make a submission to the New South  Wales Governments Short Term Holiday Letting 
Options Paper. 
I do not believe that the same rules should be applied to holiday homes that are being considered 
for apartments and room sharing in strata properties in the city. 
Short-Term-Rental is a key part of the visitor and tourist economy of regional cities and towns. If 
some of the proposed options are put in place, it could be too burdensome to rent out holiday 
homes. If this happens then jobs will be lost and the economy will be starved of much needed tourist 
income in regional New South Wales. 
I urge you to treat holiday homes differently to other short term rental and listen to the voices and 
concerns of homeowners. 

In addition many owners such as myself have been successfully managing a combination of medium 
term and short term rentals for many years. In my own case and from personal experience much  of 
the anguish of former owners and tenants come as a consequence of owners making their 
properties available for 1-3 night stays which have be known to attract the arty crowd. The sensible 
application and administration of substantial bonds and the restrictions of minimum 5 days stays has 
completely eliminated such instances from my properties. 

Additionally I would like to point out that a very substantial number of tenants renting my place are 
medium term tenants looking for 3-8 weeks accommodation whilst they are either: 

In between Homes 
In need of alternative accommodation during renovations In need of temporary accommodation 
when they either r arrive in Australia as an expat looking for a permanent home In need of 
Temporary accomodation when they have sold their own home and need temporary accomodation 
before taking up a position overseas. 

The removal of such rental stock from the market would make life very difficult for those semi-
business arrangement where clients /renters are actually looking for a genuine home away from 
home at times that are already very stressful in their lives. 

Home owners genuinely looking to derive a long term investment income (vs pension alternatives) 
have often committed huge monies and thousands of hours specifically setting up there properties 
to cater FULL TIME for Business & Holiday accomodation and it needs to be considered quite 
differently to those homeowners opportunistically looking to speculate on potential income for only 
a few weeks a year. 

The reality is that those properties owners that have committed to and invested so heavily in the 
permanent holiday market place have always been able to access this market without this impact 
the general housing market through access to personal booking sites and the administration of their 
properties through real estate agents. 

I have other home available for rent in the likes of Thredbo NSW and the impost of restrictions in 
such a holiday location would be devastating to both the local economy of such holiday locations as 
well as the personal finances of people such as myself 100% reply of such short term income, whilst 
further more in actually a legal requirement of the leasehold purchase agreement between owners 
and their Subleasee (Kosiusko Thredbo) whom in turn lease the park lands from the NSW State 
Government. 
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Director, Housing Policy 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39, Sydney NSW 2001 

STHL@planning.nsw.gov.au 

Dear Director, 

Response to Short-term Holiday Letting (STHL) Options Paper 

I firmly OPPOSE the use of Class 2 apartment buildings for short term holiday 
lettings as promoted by operators such as AirBnB without the residents of said 
buildings being given a choice to decide. 

I bought my apartment on the basis of it being used for permanent residents, which I 
understand to be no less than 3 months. 

I demand to maintain the security, sense of community and knowing my neighbours, 
high standards of housekeeping that only having permanent residents can provide. 

If short term lettings are permitted in apartment buildings I will probably sell down my 
property and move back to owning my own property and land 

Yours sincerely 

Gary Heslin 
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Dear NSW Government, 

As a guest who has travelled to NSW using the Airbnb platform in the past 12 months, I strongly 
believe in the right of people to share their houses and apartments . I absolutely embrace my 
responsibilities as a guest to treat hosts’ homes in a responsible and respectful way, and I know that 
Airbnb’s review system keeps hosts and guests accountable for their travelling behaviours.  

Extreme regulations, and red tape like caps and costly registration processes could severely affect 
my ability to travel using Airbnb and restrict my choices as a traveller. Please accept this as a formal 
submission to the Options Paper. 

Why do I travel to NSW using Airbnb? 

Local hosts make valuable recommendations of their favourite cafes, restaurants and shops so that 
small businesses get a boost from local tourism, with a ripple effect of supporting jobs in these 
communities.  

I wish to support the following options: 

Section 4: Industry Self Regulation - including industry complaints management and education which 
encourages responsible hosting and self regulation. Any Code of Conduct would need to be 
reasonable and representative of the home sharing community. 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - This includes options for by-laws to manage visitor behaviour and to 
receive a revenue share from home sharing. I would also support rules to deal with bad actors and 
isolated incidents of unruly behaviour. I would not support a regulatory environment which allows 
Owners Corporations to ban outright short term rentals. 

I wish to register my opposition to the following options: 

Section 5: Strata Regulation - By-laws which could prohibit hosts from sharing their own homes 
would see strata residents treated as second class citizens. Current rules in NSW do not allow by-
laws that ban hosts from sharing their own home, and any change to this would be a step backwards 
for NSW.  

Section 6: Planning Framework - A planning framework including caps and restrictions would have a 
negative impact on home sharing. The planning frameworks in both South Australia and Tasmania 
don’t include any caps on nights at all. 

Section 7: Registration or Licensing - A registration or licensing system to share your own home 
would have a negative impact on home sharing. In South Australia there are no fees and no 
registration or licensing system, allowing the home sharing economy to thrive. In Tasmania, most 
home sharing requires no approvals. For others there is a simple, quick and cost effective self-
assessment form, which is only required in limited circumstances - usually for holiday homes or 
weekenders only. 

To maximise participation in the sharing economy, any regulations should be clear and easy to 
understand and comply with, and also cost effective for hosts. 

I encourage the NSW Government to follow the lead of South Australia and Tasmania, as well as 
other cities around the world, which have embraced home sharing and are reaping the rewards. 



indra heslop 
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